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(54) DIGITAL STILL CAMERA AND ITS OPERATION CONTROL METHOD 

(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To allow even a beginner to 
comparatively simply decide a desired composition of a picture. 
SOLUTION: A liquid crystal display device of the camera displays a 



reference picture 32 on its screen. The camera picks up an image 
of an object and the display device displays a reference picture 31 
in overlapping over a picked-up picture 32 denoting an object 
image. In the case of composition the reference picture 31 and the 
picked-up picture 32 while viewing the reference picture 31 
displayed on the screen of the liquid crystal display device, 
composition giving a natural appearance is decided. Only the image 
data expressing the object picture 32 are recorded in compliance 
with the decided composition. A synthesized picture providing a 
natural appearance can be obtained when the picked-up picture 32 
and the reference picture 31 are synthesized later. 
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A. Relevance of the Above-identified Document 

This document has relevance to all claims of the 
present application. 

B. Translation of the Relevant Passages of the Document 

See also the attached English abstract. 
[CLAIMS] 
[CLAIM 1] 

A digital still camera, comprising: 

image pickup means for picking up an image of an 
object and outputting image data representing the image 
of the object; 

image combining means for performing image 
combination processing so that an image pickup reference 
image represented by supplied image data and the image 
of the object represented by the image data outputted by 
the image pickup means are to be displayed in a 
superimposed state; 

a display device for displaying a composite image 
including the image pickup reference image and the image 
of the object which are superimposed by the image 
combining means; and 
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recording control means for recording, in a recording 
medium, the image data representing the image of the 
object outputted by the image pickup means. 
[CLAIM 2] 

A digital still camera as set forth in claim 1, further 
comprising: 

composition ratio setting means for setting a 
composition ratio, 

in performing the image combination processing, the 
image combining means changing a ratio between display 
density of the image of the object and display density of 
the reference image in accordance with the composition 
ratio set by the composition ratio setting means. 
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